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Right: "War in the Philippines" by Marshall

Everet in 1898. Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:10kMiles.JPG

Left: The Devilfish in Egyptian Waters in 1882.

Source:
http://www.granger.com/popuppreview.asp?image=0056521
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Dr. Ann L. Stoler’s Critiques:

e Colonial administration and the archives:
careful evaluation of historically
designated categories, and challenges
conventional assumptions of traditional
colonial divisions.

e Body formation and politics: private and
intimate activities including sexual access
and domestic arrangements were central
and important to development and
formation of colonial power structures
and authority.

Source: Carnal Knowledge and Imperial Power

Race and the Intimate in Colonial Rule by Ann L. Stoler Source: https://www.newschool.edu/lang/faculty/ann-stoler/
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The Roles of Medical Libraries and
Collections in Empire Building

e Acts of collecting, researching, classifying,
comparing, and preserving data while colonizing.

e “Colonialism is literally a health hazard” from
Public Health in Papua New Guinea: Medical
Possibility and Social Constraints (1984).

e “Transformation in the [medical] field is dependent
on colonialism, creating new social status and
hierarchy in society” from Physicians, Colonial
Racism and Diaspora in West Africa (1996).

e As aresult, colonial health data fortified medical
texts that are studied, classified, produced,
authoritative, and disseminated.



Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)

Using CDA as a method to critique
relationships and structures of
language and power and access in
medicine through racial divisions.

In response to eugenics and “racial
sciences” as “expert knowledge” and
“medical authorities.”

Libraries’ roles in gathering,
describing and classifying medical
texts to be consumed.



The Intersections of Body, Texts, and Knowledge

e Colonial administration and the archives on body (in)formation over time.
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e There is a view that libraries are inherently “neutral” yet the collections
preserve and advance a certain perspective. What is the response to this?



“New Orleans Pharmacy Museum” (Established in 1823)

VVoodoo Pharmacies of New Orleans & Medications and
Substances Used by Voodoo Practitioners
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